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Artlst brings infusion of Chlnese culture to IAC

By Jennifer Dawson
Times Sentinel
managing editor
Liomaville . arist  Becky
Feheenfeld  believes in

serenhipity, It is fage, she said,
that she will be exhibiting
Chinese-inapired  paintings,
:I-:m;g with works from Chanese
artists, ol the Indianapolis Arts
Center, Feheenfeld, who sits of
the board at the [AC,
ap-rnut.:hn] I]'l; cenler with her
whea for the exhibat. She just
ok i Seplember a second trip
1o China to kecture at Shandong
Universaty 1n the Shandong
Province, and 1o help facilitate
a imcang between LAC siafl

and  professors. at  the
l'nnh:\l.'l}.
More than 20 wears ago

Fehsenfeld was 3 young
worman just out of college when
she took 3 job as a purser on a
towirist ship with an all-Chinese,
all-male crew. The ship travebsd
to the Panama Canal, Flonda,
California and Mexico, But it
was the crew thal was most eye-
opening for Fehsenfeld, and a
passion for the Chinese culture
was ignited. This, Fehsenfeld
sasd, 1s when an emobional con-
nectson with China was forged
Fast-forward o fomsville in

the year 2004, A Chinese busi-
ness woman, Fan Yun, wan-
dered into Pehsenfeld's gallery
on Main Stweet. She was
intrigued by Fehsenfeld™s paint-
ing techmique — using different
brush stroles for each painting
w— amu] asked her why she paint-
ed that way. Fehsenfeld
explaimed that she chose a
brush stroke depending on how
she “felt”™ about the painting.
This, she said, “struck a cond”
with Fan who grew up during
the Chinese revoluton when any
form of expression was stifled.
En route back o0 China, Fan
was flipping through a maga-
rine when she saw an articke on
a childhood friend, Shen
Guangwei, who had gone miss-
ing during the revolution. He
was now a famous artist and a
professor at Shandong College
of Art and Design at Shandong
University. She tracked him
down and shased Fehsenfeld's
wirk with him She suggestad
that Fehsenfeld lecture at the
University, and be agreed
Fehsenfeld visited China for
the first timse in October 2005 1o
kecture i the Universaty, She
said it was surreal to finally be
able 1o enter a country that she
had felt so connecied 1o w0 loag
ago, Feloenfeld, having trav-

cled o between 60 and 70
countries, finds the Chinese
culture fascimating. She is
intrigued by the imporance of
hierarchy or “pecking order™
within soCiely. From arranging
scating at the dinner table 1o
introductions, everything is in
order of imponance, she said.
She is also moved by the disci-
plime and work cthic of the
Chinese. She sand because
Chana i1s such a I.'I-rnurl:. popu-
lated Country,
competition for every job, cven
AFfsls.

Sinmce  her 2003 wip.
Fehsenfeld has retwrmed to
China several times with her
hushand, traveling for business.
Bant it wasn't uniil last month
that she retumed 10 lechore af
the Universaty and she broughs
along her “posse” from the LAC
o moet the Shandong profes-
sors  amd  department  heads
whose paintings will be show-
cased in the exhibit from June
27 1o August 24, 2008,

Diavid Kwasigroh, TAC dinec-
tor of exhsbibons and arfisl
services, sasd he chose the 6
ST palnlm}_"- that will be
exhabited from 1I|g|l.‘|l Images,
and was then able to view the
work 10 person when he went
o China with Fehsenfeld and
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Backy Fehsénfeld predents images of her paintings to vanous professors from the Shandong

College of Art and Design

her Gallery  Durector Lolly
Schoonover, Joyoe Summers,
1AC president and execut ¢
director, and David Thomas,
vice president and direcior of
programs. Kwasigroh sad the
theme of the exhibit is the
Chinese landscape,
anglude painting., mnlm;\lng
and calligraphy. Also, some of
the Chinese artists will come
o the AL for a Black-ne

and will

i Jinan,

China, in Seplemiser

reception for the exhibi open-
ing. He said the quality of
wiork fromn the Chinese artists
15 astoundy g and can beered.
ved o the Chanese [lt:l[c\“.‘l’h
||;'J|.'hI:I1*: the hu|I|.||ng blocks of
drawing. panting and print-
makeng. He alwo saud the com-
petiion among artists s moch
more milense than in America.

Fehsenfeld's exhibit of her
paintings will represent the

American  perspective of
China. She said what comes
theough in her paintings is the
“enecrgy and optimism” of the
people. She waveled to roral
mountain villages o captune
parts of the culiure that with
development, is fast disappear-
ing.

“1 wanted 0 be there o
record what may never be
there again.” she said





