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VISUAL ART
Bridging cultures

O WORLDS, ONE LANMGLAGE
THROLGH ART

Indianapolis &t Center

Thaough Aug. 23

Stuch has been macke of Chinesse - American
relationes in mecend ot s, Fom tesde imbal
ances and loadc woys o the Olvmipic CGames
ancd e repressive palithcal siioation in TP,
Culliurad exchanges, thowgh, are alive ancd
wedl, walh sister cily relslionshups olben gloss
g over, or ignoring aliogether, these ten
sioms. Thial saidl, the recent exchange betvwsen
the Shandong College of Ars in Shandoang
Provinoe and the Indianapolis An Cenler
represents the best of whar such culoral
exchanges can offer: & humanity v divido
als, these whio are oulside of e poliucel and
eCoMIic power struciure, and leee whio
would, one coukd argue, hke o wee e nepa-
tive fensions disappear

And yer it B el possible, nor iS5 0 advis-
ahle, 1o ipmnTe thie IaTger oomex. Thar said,
Twn Workds, Cne Language Throgh At B
the kind of moment thar can suggest hop
for such ills. An ey dar Ry nol save, bt
certainly it can enlighten. amd the exhilstions
on view now al the Indianapolis Anl Center,
inciuding work by the imaster artisls of the
Shandong schenl and related exhibitons by

‘Morning Scenery’ by Song Qiming is part of
Twan icalds, Gre Lamguage Through B0t sl the
Iredianapalis Art Certer.

Imcliama artists, are lovely eeminders thar am
meiking transcends differences, amd in many
cises, hridges ilsm.

e exhibition of G0 priots and paing
ings by facultv from the Shandong College
ol Ars — At Harmony and Nafere: Froen
the Lamd af [ aondineis is, o the whnli
flawless, Traditional Chinese hindscapse and

calligraghy menge with BEwopean academic
Hl:-lt'. froim languikd bandscapes W fecloing
rnsdes, from impressiondsim oo realism — and
the mamy dermmtions and offshoors of each,
Smiling peasants, deepy villapes, flovering
branches: These are the fedder for contem
platioa — brilliamtly macde o an

Phere are many siriking moments Ben
Yiesheng's abstracted landscape “Spring” is a
white expanse puncisted with a hipgh hon-
ron bine horclering a blhee sky, the lnndscogse
bireasgh to lile by bold lines of color, Wang
Likes "Beflection; Sunflosser™ isa phiobo-res!
ist resmcheringe ol thore chried sanflosee s pinned
tia it watdl = a mstaphor, pechapes,

There is oo poditical an here, af least ool in
Lhee drvert sernse. And nedsans of cosnlempesning
arl seern lamgely absent, too, save the contem
porary spin on iradstional thermes: a smiling
figmere in sl dress, for exmmple, or the
image of & cell phone e banedy discermible
on an inky mountainshde,

This entire elfont came ke being &= the
sl ol @nother kind of exchange. Becky Hall
Fehsenfeld, anist and longime beselacion of
the Indianapolis ARl Cenger, traveled 1o China
with her hushand on business, amd through a
rhance meeting with a Chinese woman wsh-
ing: Incliama, the euloural exchange with the ar
whiool wos baam

Fehsenfiehl's own work, [nspived by her
visdls o Ching, comprises an exhibition as
well fhetsiche Looking fne Palntings by
feeky Fefuerrfeddd, The work is equally accom-
lishel :'.|1|I.'-.|r|1|I:|TI:,:rr:|r|||||||1:|| in s hiean g
Fehsenleld’s paintings of villagers and ity

clwellers are Bighly polishusd and el dossigy
wnbused watl a dhusky light thasl suggesis a pen
seefuial dhavwn or sunmsel.

(e At Center maximized the eschang
by fAlling all its palleries and hallways with
art thit speaks v the Astan theme: from th
highly polished callipraphy of i late Dick
Berasley and e Calfipraply Coalld of fndiar
Members Exhildog e Visfons of Ching
||'|'I|i.'|i:|_'|.|'_|llll'\ of Toodd Lendeetr. Lundeen’s
oo |'|I'|r|rn|{|.||'|l'|~. are s trandg | and oguti-
mistic a5 Frhsenfeld's paintings, and  offer
the ||rl.!, suppestinn of the prnving |'||¢:|'|;|1'|r:I
bertween rich and s that is, in Jart, Feerd
ing political tensions Fi|'|.i||'I!, oudsiche e gift
shope, Lo Hii's Papeeronis speaks to anodba
sesthistic traclition: this roral f6lk ar of papie -
outting. Flowesrs, hirds and animals are seen
in reliel, shagped by precise sillooettes

[ the swhole, thas i an effort thint s seoonid
o e when 1 comes to exhibvitions in the
city during the past vesr, Thae Art Center his
wastsl no ogsporiunity Wwomake i mesning
Tul. .

T Woelds s up through Aug. 23 Visi
the Am Cemters Web site, wawoindplsan
cenberorg, or call 317-250-246d for a com
pete list of exhibitions and related events,
Including leemunes and demonsirationg by
vislting artisis, The Indianapolis Arm Cenie
i& locaved ai 820 E. 67th 51 all exhibitions
are free and opsen wo the puldic,
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